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N. C. A. Scheduled To Testify 
In House Insecticide Study 


The N. C. A. again has been invited 
to present data pertinent to the in- 
vestigation now being conducted by 
the Select House Committee to Investi- 
gate the Use of Chemicals in Food 
Products. Dr. E. J. Cameron, Direc- 
tor of the N.C.A. Washington Re- 
search Laboratory, is scheduled to tes- 
tify, probably during the first week of 
December. 


New Food Protection Group 


To Aid Pesticide Investigation 


The Food Protection Committee, a 
subeommittee of the Food and Nutri- 
tion Board of the National Research 
Council, held its initial organizational 
meeting September 28-29. This com- 
mittee, the administration of which 
will be financed by industry, will fune- 
tion immediately in furnishing assist- 
ance to the Select House Committee to 
Investigate the Use of Chemicals in 
Food Products, which is now holding 
hearings. 

A statement of proposed activities 
has been issued. It reads, in part, as 
follows: 

Public interest in the necessary use 
of chemicals during food production, 
processing, and preservation makes it 

(Please turn to page 307) 


U.S. Opposes International 
Agreement on Tin Control 


The United Nations Intergovern- 
mental Tin Conference convened at 
Geneva October 25 “to discuss meas- 
ures designed to meet the special diffi- 
culties which exist or are expected to 
arise concerning tin and, if considered 
desirable, to conclude an international 
commodity agreement.” 

A draft international agreement on 
tin, prepared by the International Tin 
Study Group, will serve as a basis for 
discussion. An announcement by the 
State Department states: “While the 
United States has questioned the ne- 
cessity of negotiating an agreement at 
this time, this government has decided 
because of its interest in the world tin 


(Please turn to page 307) 


Tentative Plans for Meeting 
Of Council and Committees 


For the purpose of considering As- 
sociation finances and budgets, Presi- 
dent Taylor has called a number of 
N. C. A. committees to Washington, 
along with the Administrative Coun- 
cil, to hold a series of business meet- 
ings during the period November 26 
through December 2. Certain of the 
Association programs will be reviewed 
in the light of new emergency control 
plans in Washington and there will be 
preliminary discussion of both pro- 
gram and budgets in preparation for 
final presentation to the Board of 
Directors at the 1951 Convention. 


As now tentatively outlined, the fol- 
lowing series of meetings will be held: 


Sunday and Monday, November 26 
and 27—The Executive Committee for 
the N.C.A.-C.M.I, Nutrition Program 
will discuss preparation of a new bul- 
letin to cover Phase II studies relating 
to nutrient retentions under packing 
conditions; findings of the nutrition 
project relating to diabetic canned 
foods; and new projects in continua- 
tion of the nutrition program. 

Tuesday, November 28—The spe- 
cial Research subcommittee will dis- 
cuss long-range research planning for 
the N. C. A. Laboratories. 

Wednesday and Thursday, Novem- 
ber 29 and 30— The N. C. A. Scientific 
Research Committee will consider the 
recommendations of the special Re- 
search subcommittee, with special at- 
tention to the budgets, and will review 
progress of the 1950 program of the 
Laboratories. 

Friday, Deeember 1 (all day)—The 
N. C. A. Raw Products Bureau will hold 
a special conference to study possibili- 
ties of using objective methods of 
measuring color of raw tomatoes. 


(Please turn to page 308) 


QMC Field Buyer 


The fourth field buyer has been em- 
ployed by the Chicago Quartermaster 
Purchasing Office. He is Richard P. 
Byrne of Pikesville, Md., who will 
make contact with canners in that 
area. 


Regulation on Certificates 
For Five-Year Amortization 


A regulation governing the issuance 
of necessity certificates under Section 
124A of the Internal Revenue Code, 
relating to the amortization of emer- 
gency facilities, was issued yesterday 
by the National Security Resources 
Board. Text of the regulation will be 
reproduced in full in the next issue 
of the INFORMATION LETTER. 

Chief among the factors to be con- 
sidered by NSRB in issuing “Neces- 
sity Certificates” will be the interests 
of national defense. Another deter- 
mining factor, according to the regu- 
lation, will be the “probable eco- 
nomic usefulness of the facility for 
other than defense purposes after five 
years.” 

Application forms will be available 
from the NSRB. 


Canners May Get Packaging 
Needed To Fill Defense Orders 


Canners contracting to supply food 
for the Army, Navy or Air Force may 
obtain “DO” defense priority ratings 
to obtain containers, packaging and 
chemicals needed to fill these defense 
orders, 

Inasmuch as the NPA’s Regulation 
2, establishing the defense priorities 
system, does not apply to defense pur- 
chases of food, “DO” ratings still may 
not be applied to procure food. 

The right to obtain “DO” defense 
order ratings to secure containers, 
packaging and chemicals needed to fill 
defense orders is extended by Inter- 
pretation No. 1 to NPA Regulation 2. 
The interpretation was issued by the 
National Production Authority Octo- 
ber 24, 

The interpretation makes clear that 
the Department of Defense and the 

(Please turn to page 308) 


Freight Car Program 

Steel producers will be directed to 
supply approximately 310,000 tons of 
steel monthly during January, Febru- 
ary and March, 1951, for the manu- 
facture and repair of freight cars, 
under terms of Supplement 1 to NPA 
Order M-1, issued October 26. This 
tonnage will be in addition to steel to 
be otherwise allocated for defense. 
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STATISTICS 


Canned Fruit and Vegetable 
Stocks and Shipments 


Reports on canners’ stocks and ship- 
ments of canned peas, asparagus, 
apricots, red sour pitted cherries, and 
sweet cherries have been compiled by 
the Association’s Division of Statis- 
ties, and complete reports have been 
mailed to canners packing these items. 


Canned Pea Stocks and Shipments 
1949-60 1960-51 
(actual cases) 
4,086,141 2,141,400 
32,726,536 
34,866,936 
18,878,266 19,606,002 


11,651,749 16,261,934 


Canned Asparagus Stocks and Shipments 
1949-50 1960-51 
(actual cases) 
157,408 


Pack.. 
Total supply 
Stocks, Oct. 1..... 
Shipments, Mar. 1 to Oct. 1 3,308,652 
Canned Apricot Stocks and Shipments 
1949-50 1950-51 
(case basis 24/244) 


1949-50 
(case basis 24/244) 


Shipments during Bept.. 
Shipments, June | to 


2,340,719 
2,712, 564 


1951 Potato Production 


The Production and Marketing Ad- 
ministration has announced a national 
production guide of 335,000,000 bush- 
els of potatoes, and has suggested 
acreages for each state as a guide to 
potato producers. No price support 
will be available on 1951-crop pota- 
toes, for the first time since 1943. 


Wholesale Distributor Stocks 


Of Principal Canned Foods 


Reports on stocks of selected canned 
foods in the hands of wholesale dis- 
tributors again will be issued by the 
Bureau of the Census, U. 8. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. The first report 
for the 1950-51 marketing season will 
cover November 1 stocks. 

Reports are scheduled monthly, 
through July 1, for five fruits, four 
vegetables, and five juices. A total 
of 12 fruits, 15 vegetables, and 6 
juices will be reported on. 


Canned Baby Food Stocks 


Details of the canned baby food 
supply, stock and shipment situation, 
as reported by the Association's Divi- 
sion of Statistics, are presented below: 


1949 1950 
(thousands of dozens) 
53, 782 55,341 
87, 952 80,817 
145, 158 
46, 376 

11,749 


Canner stocks, Jan. 1 
Pack, Jan. through Sept.. 


Canner stocks, Oct. 1.... 

Canner shipments, Sept. . 

Canner shipments, Jan. 
hrough Sept 


47,815 
11,192 


1951 Sweetpotato Outlook 


Because of the improved opportu- 
nity of industrial employment and be- 
cause other crops may be at least as 
profitable as sweetpotatoes, there will 
be little incentive to expand sweet- 
potato acreage beyond the low level 
of recent years, according to a report 
by the Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics. If production does not in- 
crease over that of 1950, prices re- 
ceived by farmers for sweetpotatoes in 
1951 probably will average slightly 
higher than in 1950. No price sup- 
port program for 195l-crop sweet- 
potatoes is anticipated. 

The 1950 sweetpotato crop is ex- 
pected to be about 10 percent larger 
than the small 1949 crop. Very little 
of the former crops had to be pur- 
chased under the price support pro- 
grams. BAE reports shipping point 
prices at southern Louisiana points 
for 50-pound crates of Puerto Rican- 
type sweetpotatoes in the week ended 
September 30 this year averaged $1.58 
compared with $2.30 for the same week 
a year earlier. The U. S. average 
price received by farmers for sweet- 
potatoes September 15, was reported 
at $1.92 per bushel, compared with 
$2.30 a year earlier. 


The following table shows indicated 
acreage and production, in bushels, 


of 1950-crop sweetpotatoes for all 
markets: 


For 
harvest Indicated 


N. J., Del., Md., and Va, N. C., 8. C., Ga., 
and Fla. *Ky., Tenn., Ala., Miss., Ark., La., 
Okla., and Tex. Ind., III., Iowa, Mo., and Kans. 

The following table, compiled from 
records of the Production and Market- 
ing Administration, shows unweighted 
average wholesale prices per bushel of 
U. S. No. 1 sweetpotatoes at selected 
markets: 


Market and Type 


Week ended 
Sept.9 Sept. 16 
(dollars) (dollars) 


2.21 
2.09 
2.97 
2.70 
Puerto Rican, Virginia...... 2.52 
Chicago : 
Puerto Rican, Louisiana 2.41 


‘Approximately 50-pound crate. 


Florida Hurricane Damage 
To Citrus 


A preliminary report by the Bu- 
reau of Agricultural Economics places 
the loss to Florida citrus from the 
storm of October 17 and 18 at 2.5 to 
8.0 million boxes—1.5 to 2.0 boxes of 
grapefruit and about 1 million boxes 
of oranges. Tangerine losses were 
negligible. The Florida production 
forecasts on October 1 were oranges— 
62.5 million boxes, grapefruit—32.5 
million boxes, and tangerines—4.8 mil- 
lion boxes. 

The Indian River Section sustained 
the greater damage, estimated at 20 
percent to grapefruit and 5 to 10 per- 
cent to oranges. This section, which 
includes the counties of Brevard, In- 
dian River, St. Lucie, Martin and 
Southeast Volusia, had a good crop of 
citrus—probably 6.5 million boxes in 
prospect prior to the storm (about 
half oranges and half grapefruit). 

Highlands County sustained a loss 
of 10 to 15 percent to grapefruit and 
about 5 percent to oranges. This im- 
portant county expected about 5 mil- 
lion boxes of citrus (half oranges and 
half grapefruit). In Polk, Orange, 
Lake, and Seminole Counties there 
are reports of occasional heavy loss of 
grapefruit in exposed groves but the 
over-all loss was light in these heavy 
producing counties. 
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acrea) bushels) 
Central Atiantic'............. 68 7,603 
Lower Atlan tles. 119 10,215 
South Central*............... 808 30,286 
North Central“. 12 1,266 
1.320 
U. 8. Total............... 684 609,666 
— 
‘ 
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; a Carry 
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Stock ‘ 
Shipments, June 1 to 
New York: 
1.82 
1.85 
2.81 
2.30 
1 — * 
2.16 
4 08, 782 
Fak. 378,000 3,661,000 I 
Total supply........... 3,897,000 4,201,000 0 
Stocks, Get. 1 2. 26, 000 1,942,000 
a Shipments during Sept... 362,000 620, 000 
Shipments, June | to 
Get. .. 1,641,000 2,259,000 
Sweet Cherry Stocks and Shipments 
| 
Carryover, June 11 65, 000 316, 000 1 
Puk. 678, 000 741,000 p 
Total supply........... 1,743,000 1,057,000 
1,052,000 611,000 
Oct. 1  ©01,000 440, 000 5 
b 
RSP Cherry Stocks and Shipments 
1949-50 1030-31 
: (actual cases) 
18 Total supply........... 3,445,323 * h 
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International Agreement on Tin 
(Concluded from page 305) 


position to participate in the forth- 
coming Conference.” 


The Conference was convened at the 
call of the Secretary-General of the 
UN. 


At the Fifth Meeting of the Inter- 
national Tin Study Group, held at 
Paris March 20-29 of this year, repre- 
sentatives of the major tin-exporting 
countries expressed great concern over 
the fact that world production of tin 
was substantially in excess of com- 
mercial consumption, that commercial 
stocks of tin were already unusually 
large, and that the future continuity 
and duration of the noncommercial de- 
mand for tin were subject to consider- 
able uncertainty. 

After extensive discussion of these 
conditions, the International Tin 
Study Group adopted, by a vote in 
which only the United States was 
opposed, a resolution in which the 
Secretary-General of the UN was re- 
quested to convene a conference to dis- 
cuss an agreement through which in- 
tergovernmental control would be 
exercised over international trade in 
tin. 


The U. S. delegate to the Confer- 
ence is Clarence W. Nichols, adviser, 
Economic Resources and Security Staff 
of the State Department. Other mem- 
bers of the U. S. delegation are: 


Advisers—W. F. McKinnon, Asso- 
ciate Director, Office of Metals Re- 
serve, RFC; Stanley D. Metzger, State 
Department; William W. Tamplin, 
Bureau of Mines, Interior Depart- 
ment; and Erwin Vogelsang, National 
Production Authority, Commerce 
partment. 


Industry Advisers—Morris Foodim, 
American Smelting and Refining Com- 
yany, New York City; and Anthony 
—— U. 8. Steel Corp., Pitts- 
urgh. 


Food Protection Committee 
(Concluded from page 305) 


highly desirable that impartial tech- 
nical information be made available to 
those directly concerned. The National 
Research Council is organized to ad- 
vise on scientific and technical prob- 
ler s affecting national welfare. The 
Council has appointed a Food Protec- 
tion Committee under its Food and 
Nutrition Board to review and sum- 
marize available information on the 
roper use of newer pesticides and 
unctional chemicals. he committee 
will coordinate its work with public 
and private research agencies in 
gathering and disseminating pertinent 
scientific information and will stimu- 
late additional research on problems 


Convention Schedule 
(Tentative) 


Program details for the 
N.C.A. 1951 Convention are be- 
ing worked out. As they are 
finalized they will be announced 
and ad to this tentative 
schedule of pene events. 
The schedule of N. C. A. moctings» 
as given below is subject to 
tion and revision. 

Feb. 15—Budget Committee. 

Feb. 16—Research Committee, 
Raw Products Committee, Label- 
ing Committee, Convention Com- 
— Home Economics Com- 
mittee, Buildings Committee, and 
Administrative Council luncheon 
and meeting. 

Feb. 17—Fishery Products 
Committee, Resolutions Com- 
mittee, Board of Directors: Ex- 
ecutive Session (a.m.), Lunch 
(m), Open Session (p.m.); and 
Research Smoker. 

Feb. 18—General Session and 
State Secretaries Dinner. 

Feb. 19—Raw Products Con- 
ferences, Laboratory Confer- 
ences, Fishery Products Confer- 
ence, and Raw Products Smoker. 

Feb. 20—Joint Laboratory and 
Raw Products Conference. 


ditional research, by existing * 
which in the committee’s opinion a 
—.— most desirable in pub 
nterest. 


IV. Through its liaison advisory 

nels consisting of federal, state, and 
ndustrial scientists, it will aid indus- 
try and regulatory agencies in the 
formulation of guiding principles and 
standardized procedures essential to 
safeguard the food consumer and to 
meet the requirements of the regula- 
tory agencies concerned. 

V. It will encourage and aid in the 
distribution of accurate scientific in- 
formation to the general public. 

The Food Protection Committee will 
determine the problems of the above 
types which it will attack, and will 
take under advisement appropriate 
problems submitted to it from any 
source, or resulting from its own work. 
An essential feature of the commit- 
tee’s action, in accord with the prin- 
ciples of the National Academy of 
Sciences-National Research Council, 
will be maintenance of its objectivity 
and independence. 


A recognized goal of all concerned 
is the production of food which will 


promote public health and an efficient 
national economy. 


MEETINGS 


which in its opinion need further at- 
tention. 

The Food Protection Committee will 
cooperate with many agencies includ- 
ing among others the Food and Drug 
Administration, the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture, the Public Health 
Service, the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, state experiment stations, 
state public health and regulatory 
agencies, and industrial and private 
research laboratories. An immediate 
activity of the Food Protection Com- 
mittee will be to supply, when re- 
quested, the names of scientists who 
ean furnish authentic information to 
the Congressional committee now hold- 
ing hearings, and to furnish sugges- 
tions regarding the types of informa- 
tion needed to provide an accurate 
picture regarding the use of newer 
pesticides and functional chemicals. 

The activities of the Food Protec- 
tion Committee will be of direct aid to 
industry as well as to research and 
regulatory agencies: 

I. It will act as a central clearing- 
house for scientific information on 
pesticides and functional chemicals. 

II. It will through various subcom- 
mittees organize, review, and summa- 
rize this information in a form which 
will make it easily available. 

III. Although the committee has 
not proposed to conduct research, it 
will assist in the integration of re- 
search on utilization of chemicals in 
food production, and will promote ad- 


Northwest Branch of N. C. A. 


The annual meeting of the North- 
west Branch, National Canners Asso- 
ciation, will be held at the same time 
and place as the 37th annual conven- 
tion of the Association of Pacific Fish- 
eries: November 15-17 at the Santa 
Barbara Biltmore Hotel, Santa Bar- 
bara, Calif. 


Canners League of California 


The Canners League of California 
announces that its 1951 Annual Fruit 
and Vegetable Sample Cutting will be 
held at the Hotel Fairmont, San Fran- 
cisco, January 11-12. 

The League’s 1951 annual meeting 
will be held at the Hotel Biltmore, 
Santa Barbara, March 19-20. 


National Preservers Assn. 


The 32nd annual meeting of the 
National Preservers Association will 
be held February 19 and 20, at the 
Morrison Hotel, Chicago, according to 
an announcement by W. Lowe Walde, 
manager. Officers of N.P.A. and mem- 
bers of the executive committee will 
hold a preliminary meeting at the 
Morrison on February 18, 
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LABORATORY 


N.C.A. Washington Laboratory 
Studied by Research Group 


The laboratories in the Association’s 
Washington headquarters building 
were the subject of a “case history” 
study in laboratory planning by a 
group of 28 research executives who 
made a tour of the laboratories on 
October 26 after hearing a descrip- 
tion of the successive stages of their 
planning. Their inspection was fol- 
lowed by a discussion period devoted 
to the various features of laboratory 
design. 

This visit was arranged as one fea- 
ture of a week-long program of the 
Institute on Administration of Scien- 
tific Research and Development, pre- 
sented by The American University 
with the cooperation of the National 
Research Council and the American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Science. The Institute is a study 
group organized to present advanced 
thinking and practice in the adminis- 
tration of research and its application. 
The registrants included research ex- 
ecutives from a number of important 
industrial firms such as Goodyear Tire 
and Rubber Co. and National Lead 
Co., from universities and from mili- 
tary and civil agencies of the govern- 
ment. The remainder of their week's 
program included lectures from out- 
standing speakers and discussion ses- 
sions on research organization, admin- 
istrative process, personnel, research 
aids and products of research. 


Tentative Plans for Meeting 
(Concluded from page 305) 


Friday, December 1 (morning) 
Other committee meetings, to be an- 
nounced, 

Friday, December 1 (afternoon) — 
The N.C.A. Budget Committee will 
consider the budgets and programs 
of the various Association Divisions 
for study in advance preparation of the 
1951 budget to be presented for Board 
approval in February. 

Friday, December 1 (evening)— 
Dinner meeting of Administrative 
Council and Executive Committee of 
the Board. 

Saturday, December 2— Business 
session of Administrative Council and 
Executive Committee of the Board to 
consider recommendations of Budget 
Committee and discuss matters that 
will be presented for Board action at 
the 1951 Convention. 


Canners May Get Packaging 
(Concluded from page 305) 
Atomic Energy Commission may as- 
sign to their suppliers of petroleum 
and food the right to apply “DO” 

ratings as follows: 

“To get the drums, cans and other 
containers and packaging required for 
the delivery of the petroleum and food, 
and to get chemicals required for use 
(i) directly in the production of the 
petroleum and food, or (ii) in process- 
ing the petroleum and food and which 
will be consumed or converted into by- 
a in the course of the process- 
ng.’ 

The interpretation also states that 
“these ratings may not be used to get 
containers, packaging or chemicals in 
excess of the minimum quantities re- 
quired to fill such orders for petroleum 
and food.” 

In effect, the interpretation allows 
the Department of Defense and the 
Atomic Energy Commission to apply 
“DO” ratings to items placed under 
NPA control by the President’s Execu- 
tive Order 10161. Under that order, 
defense functions with respect to food 
were delegated to the Secretary of 
Agriculture. 

The interpretation contains the fol- 
lowing illustrations of how “DO” 
ratings may be applied on containers, 
packaging and chemicals: 

“(1) The Department of the Navy 

laces an order with the X Refining 
ompany for 500 drums of gasoline. 
This is not a rated order. An author- 
ized Navy representative may assi 
to the X Company the right to apply 


a rating to the drums required for 
delivery of fre 500 drums of gasoline. 


“(2) The Department of the Army 
2 an order with the X Company 
or 100 bbls. of flour. This is not a 
rated order. An authorized Arm 
representative may assign to the x 
Company the right to apply a rating 
to get the 22 or containers re- 
oe for very of the 100 bbls. 

our. 


“(3) The Department of the Air 
Force places an order with the Z Re- 
fining Company for 100 cans of lubri- 
cating oil. This is not a rated order. 
The Z Company requires two types of 
chemicals to be used in filling this 
: (i) a chemical to be directly 
used in the production of the oil, and 
(ii) a chemical that will be consumed 
or converted into byproducts in the 
course of processing the oil. An au- 
thorized representative of the Air 
Force may assign to the Z Company 
the right to apply a rating to get the 
chemicals so required.” 


RAW PRODUCTS 


Color of Raw Tomatoes 


The special conference to explore 
the possibilities of using objective 
methods of measuring color of raw 
tomatoes, to be held at N. C. A. head- 
quarters, has been postponed until 
December 1. The postponement will 
permit a larger representation from 
tomato-producing states. The meet- 
ing oo was scheduled Novem- 
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